RULING CLIQUE IN THE KUOMINTANG                   SI

public opinion which is critical of Kuomintang policy.

Sun Fo alone of the members of the ruling group has con-
sistently stood for friendly relations with the Soviet Union for
which reason the Kuomintang has used him on various missions
to Moscow which failed because he was being used as a blind
for his Party's reactionary policy. He is President of the Sino-
Soviet Cultural Association which however is infested with spies
of all the Kuomintang secret services so that Soviet citizens in
Chungking are not members and Chinese progressives do not like
to enter the building. Recently the Sino-Soviet Cultural Asso-
ciation elected several honorary presidents among whom was Ho
Ying-ching ! Sun Fo has practically no following in the sense
of a permanent group since his previous lack of consistency re-
pelled democrats with the result that the only people who sur-
round him are those who hope to take advantage of his position
as a son of Sun Yat-sen. Because his influence has been low for
several years most of these people got tired of waiting for jobs
and joined other groups, for instance, Liang Han-chao. until lately
Minister of Information, joined the C.C. group. Sun Fo is very
bitter on these " traitors."

However, Sun Fo's recent statements have created a new
popularity for him among the liberal groups and progressive groups
and they are willing that he should carry the standard of reform
and democracy within the Kuomintang. In a sense the loss of
his previous following is a good thing because it has untied his
bands and rid him of a coterie of people who were always afraid
that he would say too much on the progressive side and were always
urging him to appease the Generalissimo so that his group can
get more Government jobs. Relations between Sun Fo and
Chiang Kai-shek are not cordial but relations between Sun Fo
and Madame Sun have recently improved. Until the end of 1944
Sun Fo had not expressed himself on the subject of a Coalition
Government beyond saying that it would be a good idea to get
the Communists a few Cabinet seats.

He has come out against the Kuomintang exploitation of the
people to the extent of saying in an interview : " No wonder our
soldiers don't fight well. If I am treated as an animal I would
not give a damn either.9' Sun Fo's record with regard to cor-
ruption is not clean but he has not made any tremendous hoards
like Kung. The -Communists have never endorsed Sun Fo fully
but have quoted his speeches occasionally and seem to be waiting
to see how he will develop. Sun Fo did not pass the acid tests